aiding the rebeis. He said, however,
that White House and Pentagon offi-

cials had been instrumental in advising
the various private efforts to arm the
contras, as the Nicaraguan rebels are
known.

In the last year, an organization

headed by John K. Singlaub, a retired !

United States Army general, has been
the focus of attention from news organ-
izations about the supplies to the con-
tras. He has denied any involvement in

the fhght of ihe Jowned plane.

One <cmior oifaal said the publicity
morecent vears about General Sin-
glaub's acuvities was welcomed by
some Admunistration officials because
it diverted attention from the opera-
tions being guided by the White House.

Senator John F. Kerry, Democrat of
Massachusetts and 1 member of the
Foreign Relatons Committee, sad to-

day that he believed the panel should
guestion Lieut. Col. Obver North, a
member of the Natonal Security Coun-

ing direct military advice to the rebels
as well as help in raising money from
private sources. After that disclosure,
three House committees announced
they would investigate the issue. Each
received denials from Robert C.
McFarlane, who was then President
'Reagan’s national securiy adviser.
'The inquiries were ail concluded with-
out result.

‘1 deny it Elliott Abrams, the
Assistant Secretary for Inter- Amer-
ican Affairs, said when asked about the
‘assertion that the Admunistration had
remained involved in assisting the
rebels. ““The intelligence committees
have kept looking at it and looking at it.
They have never found anything.
There’s a reason for that. It’s because
this 1s not factual.”

Meanwhile, one

Congressional

The C.LLA. said that neither Mr.
Gomez nor anyone else mentioned by |
Mr. Hasenfus was a C.[.LA. employee,!
either directly or by contract.

A log book for the plane shot down
over Nicaragua showed 1t had flown
from the Ilopango air base in El Salva-
dor, according to Nicaraguan authori-
ties. A log book for another plane, also
found 1n the wreckage, showed a flight
from the Aguacate base in Honduras.
Mr. Hasenfus said the plane he was on
had flown out of the llopango base.
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